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The Pipa Music Depicted in the Ci Poetry of Song
Dynasty and Its Aesthetic Features

LIU Zun-ming, LI Xiao-yan

(College of Arts. Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: There are more than 250 Ci poems pertaining to the singing and depiction of pipa music col-
lected in the Full Collection of Song Ci, some of which generally depicts the musical image of Pipa, while
a great number of which are devoted to singing of the pipa music and pipa prostitutes. The depiction of pipa
music in Song Ci mainly includes two major parts: that of the musical instrument and of pipa music. The
depiction of the former usually highlights the most exquisite and typical local features, such as string
groove, plucking, strings, and printed patterns. While the depiction of the latter,Su Shi, Xin Qrji, Chao
Bu-zhi, and Zeng Di et al are the most accomplished in arousing readers’ rich imaginations through vivid
metaphors with complete and partial depiction.

Key words: Ci poetry; Pipa; music; aesthetic (wHE%H HRid)
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