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The Evolvement of Ancient Chinese Theories on
Human Nature and Some Philosophical Reflections

—On the Goodness and Evilness, Graciousness and Selfishness of Human Nature

LIU Xin-ke

(School of Education, Shanxi Normal University, Xian 710062, Shanxi, China)

Abstract: The knowledge of ancient Chinese philosophers about human nature has experienced a long
history of evolvement. They realized that human nature is the combination of man’s natural attributes and
social attributes and devised theories of " original goodness' and™ original evil' as the criteria of good and e-
vil. Their" knowing and doing' or the" doing and knowing' views as the methodology of interpreting the
formation of human nature is meaningful to the modern people in approaching human nature from the phil-
osophical level. However, the proposition of" original selfishness' is only the result of private ownership,
and human nature is judged ni an isolated, static, one-sided view which is a kind of Metaphysical Value
judgment. Some ancient Chinese scholars also opposed the idea, and their proposition of" fulfilling one’s de-
sires to the full when one is able, containing one’s desires when one is poot' is in agreement with the notion
of" human nature development", which is meaningful in the modern time.

Key words: human nature; " theory of original goodness™ ;" theory of original evil” ;" original selfish-

ness" ; the whole world as one community
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