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The Revival of Confucianism and the Chinization of Western Learning

YANG Qing-zhong

(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: The so-called decline of Confucianism in modern China is actually the decline of Li Xue, a
Confucian school of idealist philosophy advocated in the Song and Ming Dynasties. The conditions for the
revival of Confucianism lie in the opening-up of new thinking and cultural sources by returning to and ex-
ploiting the original classics. In modern China, the social relations have been in rapid changes, which Con-
fucianism ought to adapt to. And reflections should be made on the relationship between the contemporary
revival of Confucianism and the" thorough Chinization of western learning'. It would be a fundamental
task of Confucianism revival to learn from the west and to explore the ways of the" thorough Chinization of
western learning' . The revival of Confucianism in China needs resources-full-chinized western learning. The
way for the revival of Confucianism should be" returning to the original code" , which is to make new inter-
pretations of these codes and re-interpret the current existence mixed with history and reality.
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