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Historical rigins of Westernization Group’ s Thoughts
and Practices in Industrial Education
Fang Jiafeng, Wu Hongcheng
For over 20 years after Opium War of 1840, the whole China and its education were numb to the
western development of modern industrial civilization. However, under the drowsy surface, several
enlightened scholarbureaucrats, such as Lin Zexu, Wei Yuan and Feng Guifen, or even the power of
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, had been thinking about and exploring the problems of accepting western
industrial civilization and carrying out the education in modern industrial technology. They had given
enlightenments to Westernization Group from both sides and finally became the historical origins of

Westernization Group s thoughts and practices in industrial education.



