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From the Confucius University to the Confucius Institute
——The Evolution of China’s Foreign Education Communication Media
ZHANG Yaqun

(Research Center of Higher Education Development , Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract; Both the Confucius University and the Confucius Institute are the important
foreign education communication media in modern China. There are large differences be-
tween them in the aspect of property, while they are both related to Confucius. The Confu-
cius University in history was the product of national cultural crisis, and its foreign education
exchange activities expanded the influence of Confucianism culture. Today’s Confucius Insti-
tutes, the Chinese-oreign cooperatively-unning schools, adapted to the development of the
cultural exchanges between China and foreign countries. The evolution from the Confucius
University to the Confucius Institute indicates that sovereign independence is the political
foundation of foreign educational exchanges equality. The semi-olonial status of modern Chi-
na has restricted foreign education exchange and culture dissemination; contemporary China’
s reform and openness and the continuous economic development, is a powerful driving force
for the development of Confucius Institutes overseas.
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