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Ceremony, Symbolic Power and Academic Order
Sociological Analysis of Academic Conference Process

ZHANG Bin
(Institute o f Higher Education, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: It took the academic conferences of professional associations as the research
object with the micro-research path to analyze the academic community, getting the follow-
ing results. Academic community was a power relations net in which different forces were in-
teracting and competing with each other; there existed a status hierarchy; academic confer-
ences as ceremony exerted discipline on academicians through producing symbolic power, and
then produced academic elites and academic order, which took on an obvious social logic.
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