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Abstract: Based on a judgment test of metaphor comprehension difficulty this study compares 251 Chinese English
majors” metaphor comprehension ability with 35 American university students”. The results indicate that though the
Chinese students understand the test items somehow better than their American counterparts the understanding of
both groups exhibits no significant statistical differences. Further analysis that reveals there are significant statistical
differences in the understanding of certain test items which are to some extent related to the concreteness of the words
in the metaphors.
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(5) Time is the skin of an onion. 2.7570 [1.23641 | 2.6571 |1.02736| .456 .649
(12) Perception is the father of memory. 3.4263 |1.16170| 3.1143 |1.07844 | 1.501 .134
(15) The unconscious is the kitchen of ideas. 2.8964 |1.19550| 2.9143 |1.09468 | —.084 .933
(16) Rain clouds are pregnant ghosts. 2.9163 |1.26054 | 2.5143 |1.14716| 1.786 .075
(20) Poems are the seeds of culture. 3.8247 |1.02818 | 3.7714 | . 84316 | .293 .770
(21) A judge is a balance. 4.0359 |1.02894 | 3.8571 | .94380 | .972 .332
(25) Religion is the lifeblood of society. 3.5458 [1.07373| 3.7429 [1.09391 | -1.015 | .311
(26) Time is a physician. 3.3785 |1.27600 | 3.5429 |1.17180| -.721 472
(27) A desert is a sea. 3.2550 [1.33219| 3.2857 |1.34101 | -.128 .898
(31) Loneliness is a desert. 4.1912 | .99362 | 4.0857 | .85307 | .598 .550
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(4) Official reports are skeletons of the truth. 3.0080 |1.03147 | 3.6000 |1.03469| -3.180 | .002
(6) Books are treasure chests of information. 3.8207 |1.05628 | 4.6000 | .65079 | -6.058 | .000
(8) Whiskey is penicillin for the soul. 3.2470 |1.15358| 3.9143 |1.01087 | -3.251 | .001
(9) Courtesy is a sweet note in the noise of the city. | 3.5378 |1.12852| 4.0000 |1.11144 | -2.274 | .024
(13) Artists are gods. 3.1833 |1.05370| 3.6000 |1.24144| -2.143 | .033
(19) Lust is anarchy. 2.6135 [1.16192| 3.0857 |1.17251| -2.250 | .025
(28) Television is the aspirin for boredom. 3.7012 [1.17062 | 4.3714 | .68966 | —4.856 | .000
(29) Thought is a boiling kettle. 3.2908 |1.14851| 3.7143 |1.04520| -2.065 | .040
(30) Freedom is truth. 3.4183 [1.30396 | 3.9714 | .98476 | -2.979 | .004
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(1) A museum is a history book. 4.4861 .72856 | 4.0571 | .87255 3.181 .002

(2) The soul is a voiceless thought. 3.6653 | 1.12408 | 2.7429 | 1.14642 | 4.537 .000

(3) A sailboat is a cat. 2.4422 | 1.05435 | 1.8000 | 1.10613 | 3.356 .001

(7) A train is a large worm. 3.8526 | 1.09826 | 3.4000 | 1.21752 | 2.253 .025
(10) Love is a flower. 4.4940 | .81177 | 3.9429 | .99832 | 3.653 .000
(11) Airplanes are angry birds. 3.6693 | 1.12704 | 3.1143 | 1.10537 | 2.736 .007
(14) A dynasty is a play. 3.6335 | 1.08126 | 2.9143 | 1.14716 | 3.659 .000
(17) A wish is a butterfly. 3.5896 | 1.05590 | 2.8857 | .93215 3.745 .000
(18) A lawyer is a lighthouse. 3.3904 | 1.12024 | 2.4857 | .95090 4.553 .000
(22) Wisdom is a weatherman. 3.3307 | 1.17907 | 2.8571 | 1.00419 | 2.555 .014
(23) Money is blood. 3.7649 | 1.16813 | 2.9429 | 1.02736 | 3.954 .000
(24) Each new idea is a sun. 4.2629 | .86867 | 3.4571 | 1.19663 | 3.845 .000
(32) A fisherman is a spider. 3.2191 | 1.32204 | 2.6000 | 1.21752 | 2.619 .009
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