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Abstract: This study is a longitudinal survey of the statistical methods used in the papers on EFL teaching published in
8 key Chinese EFL journals from 2000 through 2009. It reveals the following major findings. (1) Simple inferential
statistics is most frequently used. The use of purely descriptive statistics presents a roughly downward tendency where—
as the use of multivariate statistics increases slightly. (2) With respect to purely descriptive statistics the completeness
of statistical reports and use of tables/graphs improve but the data mining in the latter period (2005-2009) is not as
thorough as in the former (2000-2004) . (3) Problems arise in the use of simple inferential and multivariate statistics
in both the former and latter periods including misconceptions misuses and simplifications of statistical tests.
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