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The Entanglement of National Consciousness and World Consciousness

SONG Bing hui
( Institute ¢ Language and Literaiure Studies, Shanghai Iniernational
Studies University, Shangha 200433, China)
Abstract: One of the spiritual dimensions to the differences between modern literature and traditional literature
of China is the entanglement of national consciousness and world consciousness. The cultural identity of Rabin-
danath Tagore allured modern Chinese writers in dimensions of the arousal of the fomer and wideness of the
latter. The misunderstanding and paradoxical reception of Tagore by Chinese in the 20th century reflect in fo-
cus what Chinese literature, as the cultural expression of a marginalized people, has undergone through its
modernization. And this reception reveals not only the similarity of modern experience and the need of cultural
identification both of China and India, but also a release of the emotion and tension that has accumulated in
literary and cultural relations between China and the West.
Key words: Rabindranath Tagore; modern Chinese literature; national consciousness; world consciousness;

paradoxical reception. [ ]
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