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On Baudrillard s Theory of Consumer Society
YU Yuarpei
( Schod o Philosaphy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Jean Baudrillard, who advanced the theory of “ consumer society,” was wrong in his attempt to
subvert historical materialism, but we should ot simply regard him as an apologist of the capitalist system.
Without a knowledge that Maix has settled the fundamental role of production and labor to existence and devel
opment of human society by subverting the illusions of “ national economics” and historical idealism, Bau-
drillard can not grasp the dialectical relationship between consumption and production. Therefore, he dis-
cussed the new characteristics of consumption without regard to production, and even advocated to substitute
consumption for produdion. Consuming alienation is the manifestation of labor alienation, and technical salva-
tion can ot solve all vital social problems.

Key words: consumer society; historical materialism; labor alienation; consumption alienation; production
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