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Japanese and The Romance of Three Kingdoms

Inoue Taizan
( Department ¢ Liteatwe, Kwansai Unwersity, Osaka, Jgpan)

Abstract: The Romance of the Three Kingdoms, famous traditional Chinese novel was transported to Japan
through Nagasaki in the early 17" century. The novel becane one of the favorite readings of Japanese when its
Japanese translation by Konan Bunzan with another title “ A Vernacular History of the Three Kingdoms” was
published in 1692 and widespread around Japan since then. In the late Edo period, it began to provide mater+
als not only for a lot of illustrated books, but also for the various traditional arts of Japan, such as “ningyo
Jorur?” and “Syarebon,” etc. In the process of transition, the characters in the novel had been adapted to lo-
cal tastes and lost its original form. What can be found in the changes of the novel is the ailtural core request
ed by the common people in Edo Janan.

Key words: A Vernacular History o the Three Kingdoms; the Edo Era; Konan Bunzan; The Romance ¢ the
Three Kingdoms ; ningyo Joruri; Syarebon a joke book; Sannooksi [ ]



